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Adelaide Writers’ Week
kicks off this weekend
with plenty on offer for
the kids
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Lovers of literature will hear from more than 100 Australian and international
authors, poets, historians and everyone in between at the 32nd Adelaide
Writers’ Week.
The free event, held as part of Adelaide Festival, will transform the Pioneer Women’s
Memorial Garden into a bookworm’s heaven across six jam-packed days beginning

Saturday, March 4.
Children’s author and illustrator Andrew Joyner will be one of 12 local writers
participating across the week and says he is looking forward to engaging young ones in
the written word.
“The Kids’ Weekend is a really great opportunity for children to come along and enjoy
story readings and fun art and craft activities,” Mr Joyner, 47, says.
“There’s something nurturing about children’s books and for me, the act of reading to a
child and exposing them to literature is quite comforting.”
During the Kids’ Weekend (March 4 and 5), children can also get their own mini books
published, visit a nylon zoo and make paintings, bookmarks and hand fans with the help
of Walford Anglican School students.
Adelaide Writers’ Week director Laura Kroetsch says the Kids’ Weekend is a great way to
get children away from technology and into the wonderful world of literature.
“I have a huge passion for putting kids and books together,” Ms Kroetsch says. “It’s really
important that we get children off their iPads and remind them that a pencil or a book is
technology too – just a different kind.”
For the full program, visit adelaidefestival.com.au
1. Those who are politically minded and worried about the current conflict in Palestine
will enjoy hearing from Ben Ehrenreich on Saturday, March 4, at 3.45pm. He spent three
years living in Gaza and has some amazing stories about those living under occupation –
harrowing, true and, sadly, much in the news of late.
2. If you have an interest in contemporary American culture and a reasonable knowledge
of 1980s TV, see Adam Fitzgerald and Nathan Hill on Sunday, March 5, at noon. This
session will be great fun, possibly a bit anarchic, featuring two of literature’s most
interesting young voices.
3. See Ian Maguire of The North Water and Peter Geye of Wintering talk men, madness,
long winters, filthy clothing and dastardly deeds on Monday, March 6, at 9.30am. This is
down and dirty fiction at its best, where no one stops for a wash.
4. Fans of crime fiction and cricket (and technically you don’t need to love cricket),
should come and see Jock Serong talk to cricket nerd Kate de Goldi on Monday, March 6,
at 2.30pm. Serong’s The Rules of Backyard Cricket is a thrilling journey that sees a man
battling a death threat, familial discord and the game itself.

